In 1981, he was instituted a Dean of the Department of Medicine of the Poznań University of Medical Sciences in free elections during the Solidarity period. He was dismissed from this postion after several months, during the period of martial law, at the request of the Minister of Health -the decision was justified by: "negative impact on the environment".
In the 1980's, Professor was the organiser and the first Head of the Emergency Department (now the Department of Teaching Anaesthesiology and Intensive Therapy). Professor developed a first curriculum for medical students at the University of Poznań and, as an editor, prepared the first academic book for students in the field of emergency aid.
Development of palliative care, key achievements
In 1985-1990, Professor Jacek Łuczak was the Head of the Team of Anaesthesiologists at the Oncology Clinic. In 1987, he established the Pain Management Centre with Ambulance Team at the hospital at Łąkowa 1/2 Street, which was part of the Pavlow Clinical Hospital No. 1 at ul. Długa 1 in Poznań. It was a very innovative activity in Poland, as well as in Central and Eastern Europe. Personally, accompanied by a nurse from an anaesthetic team or from an Oncology Clinic, he frequently visited home patients. The patients were usually registered by their families (medical registration was rare at that time). The number of visits and patient reports grew rapidly.
In 1990, Professor Jacek Łuczak established the first 7-bed Terminal Ward in the public health care system in Poland and Central and Eastern Europe, while in 1991 -the first academic unit of palliative care in Poland and Central and Eastern Europe -the Clinic of Palliative Care, Anaesthesiology and Oncological Intensive Therapy at the Chair of Oncology of the University of Medical Sciences in Poznań, transformed into the Chair and Clinic of Palliative Medicine of the Karol Marcinkowski University of Medical Sciences in Poznań (2002) . Professor Jacek Łuczak was in executive position from 1991 to his retirement in 2005. Palliative medicine education was introduced into the curriculum of 6th year medical students of the academic year 1990/1991. In the following years, the training of students was extended to students of health sciences (nursing major), then by those of physiotherapy and medical rescue service. As the first medical school in Poland, palliative care was taught to foreign medical students in the English language (English Teaching Centre).
Simultaneously, an increasing number of patients could benefit from the assistance of a specialist home care team, thanks to the persistent work of an interdisciplinary team of doctors, nurses, psychologists, social workers and volunteers. In 1997, in an article presenting the development of palliative care units in Central and Eastern Europe, Professor David Clark considered the Palliative Care Clinic in Poznań as one of the 5 leading model centres -"beacons in palliative care". [1] .
During the first pioneering years of activity, it was important to develop principles for effective and safe pain treatment with opioids, especially in home patients. Professor's merit was, inter alia, the development of a method of morphine preparation and dosing in the form of an aqueous solution, which was used for many years as the only opioid analgesic of the 3rd step of the WHO analgesic ladder available in Poland, bringing relief to many thousands of patients.
In 1988, Professor Jacek Łuczak took an internship in the Institute of Oncology in Milan -a palliative care centre cooperating with WHO, led by Vittorio Ventafridda (EAPC, President of the European Association for Palliative Care). Professor introduced into the practice of many palliative and hospice care teams the method of administering morphine subcutaneously with a but-terfly needle, in a mixture with other supportive drugs used to treat symptoms such as nausea and emesis, dyspnoea, disturbances of consciousness, in patients in whom oral administration of drugs was ineffective or impossible. This simple method made it possible to avoid the need to repeat painful intramuscular injections, which resulted in additional, significant discomfort for patients.
In 1993, Professor Łuczak established the Palliative Care Intervention Team, comprising of a doctor and a nurse, who provided assistance to patients on weekdays, in the afternoon and at night, and 24 hours a day on public holidays -it was a very innovative activity at that time, which currently functions as a Home Hospice, providing 24/7 palliative care in patient's homes.
In 1997, the Palium Hospice, located at the Rus Housing Estate in Poznań, in a building that was originally intended to be a District Clinic, started operating. The building was thoroughly rebuilt and, as far as possible, adapted to the conditions of optimal functioning. Initially, the Day Terminal Ward was established on its premises. In 2001, the Terminal Ward (it initially housed 15 beds), together with the Palliative Medicine Clinic with Home Care Team (which was later transformed into the Home Hospice), was transferred from the hospital at ul. Łąkowa. In addition, Pain Management Clinic, Wound Management Clinic and Rehabilitation Unit were established. The Palium Hospice, extended in the following years, has currently the Terminal Ward for 40 patients, and provides care for over 1200 patients annually, in terms of the Home Hospice. Professor was the Head of the Terminal Ward of the Palium Hospice until the end of his life.
Professor Jacek Łuczak was an indefatigable organiser and promoter of palliative and hospice care. In Poznań, Professor organised the first Palliative Care Conference in Poland (1988). He initiated and conducted, together with a team, extensive educational activity throughout Poland, which led to the establishment of several dozen palliative care units in almost the whole country in the 1990s, within the structures of public health care. On the initiative of Professor Łuczak, in 1994, the Ministry of Health published a monograph "Fighting Cancer Pain" with the circulation of 300 thousand copies, sent to Polish physicians. Authors of this publication: Janina Kujawska-Tenner, Jacek Łuczak, Małgorzata Okupny, Aleksandra Kotlińska and Tomasz Dangel presented the current knowledge on treating cancer pain [2] .
Since 1989, Professor Łuczak organised annual Conferences on palliative care with the participation of renowned palliative care experts, followed by nu- 
International activities
Professor Jacek Łuczak actively participated in numerous meetings and international conferences on palliative care. In the 1990s, he initiated and organ- 
Scientific development path
In 1971, Professor Jacek Łuczak was awarded the MD, PhD title for his work "Clinical evaluation of fentanyl and dehydrobenzperidol in acute myocardial infarct" [3] . In 1978, he was awarded the degree of Professor, MD, PhD following the thesis entitled "The impact of a respirator and anaesthetics on the size of experimental myocardial infarct in dogs". He was awarded the title of Associate Professor in 1999 and the title of Full Professor in 2002.
Professor is the Author or Co-author of approximately 600 scientific papers, published in Polish and foreign journals, a supervisor of 10 doctoral theses in palliative medicine, and has educated 3 independent academic employees, including one professor and two readers.
In 2010, the World Academy of Medicine awarded Professor Jacek Łuczak the honoris causa doctorate. The real contribution of Professor were his meetings with hundreds or maybe even thousands of patients and their families, with whom he was able to establish exceptional relationships, taking care of their needs and expectations, responding to their numerous anxieties and doubts. He could go beyond his medical or academic duties in a variety of ways. What distinguished him was his openness, his ability to listen to and accompany a suffering person.
Awards and distinctions

Non-medical interests
Professor Jacek Łuczak was a licensed Poznań Guide since the 1950s, a passionate bridge player and a co-founder of " Surma" -the first sports bridge section in Poznań, at the Poznań Palm House. He was a loyal supporter of "Kolejorz" -Lech Poznań football team, popular in Poznań and in Poland, also recognised abroad. He was interested in history, especially the period of the September Campaign and World War II. He liked music. His lectures were often held with background music.
Farewell
We will remember Professor as he approached the patients, sat on their beds, greeted them by shaking their hands or, frequently, kissing the patients, and talked to them and their relatives for a long time. Conversation was a very important part of diagnosis and treatment. He said that "the patient is the most important" and this was really the case. He was an outstanding clinician, with great medical knowledge and intuition, an extremely honest physician, always treating every patient and family subjectively, irrespective of their family or material situation. He had a great influence on the development of humanistic medicine, not only in the field of palliative care, but of the whole medicine both in Poland and abroad.
Professor's last journey took place on 31 October 2019 at the Junikowo Cemetery in Poznań, preceded by the Holy Mass in the Poznań Cathedral, said by Bishop Zdzisław Fortuniak and many priests. The celebrations were attended by many people representing palliative care units and hospices from all over Poland, as well as numerous representatives of the authorities of the City of Poznań and Wielkopolska Region.
Professor will remain forever in our grateful memory and in our hearts. 
